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1 Introduction 
   The author has been interested in the process of increased food production in 
Southern Nigeria since 1973 when he began studying on Nigeria. He tried to re-
examine the "land-surplus economy model" which was one of the most prevalent model 
that explained the process of rapid increase in agricultural production in the peasant 
economy. Some intensification process of land use under traditional cultivation 
system became main concerns of his study. The impacts of introducing new crops like 
cassava and maize, some changes in crop combination, lengthening of successive 
cultivation period and shortening of fallow period, and transition from rotational land 
use to permanent land use had been  studied." 
   However, at the same time, some findings of observation made the author recog-
nize the necessity to study entirely different factors which might have been more 
influential to agricultural production. Rural societies based on agricultural produc-
tion seem to have been tortured with very strong and exogenous pressure for change 
since the  late 1970s. The late 1970s was the time when the "oil-fed" Third National 
Development Plan (1975-80) was carried out and the effects of increased oil price in 
1973 and 1974 had become apparent in every sectors of Nigerian  economy  ; construc-
tion of new roads, highways, buildings and oil  refinery  ; development of telecommuni-
cation  system  ; establishment of new  universities  ; enforcement of universal primary 
education program and so on. Almost all of these development programs were 
financed by the oil revenue. 
   Increased government expenditure was apt to be spended in urban centres, and 
which caused a massive influx of young people from rural area into urban centres. It 
was generally acknowledged that labor shortage in rural area in the period was caused 
by the rural-urban migration and it constituted the main reason for decline in food 
production. Prof. Udo wrote  that  ; 
 `Labor shortage in rural areas has been aggravated by the considerable rise in the 
 official minimum wage from N 60 to N 125 and the unprecedented expansion of the 
building and construction sector of the economy, notably at the new state captital and
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 the local government  headquarters'.2) 
    It was not food production but cash crop production that suffered most severely 
 from "oil-boom" and decreased in production. The former main agricultural exports 
such as palm products, cocoa, and groundnut oil have ceased to be mainstay of exports 
during 1970s. The drastic change which we saw in rural area in 1970s can be said a 
kind of catastrophic one. There were few villages which were set aside from this 
drastic economic change. Most of rural societies which had been contributed to 
increase in both food and cash crop production, therefore , became confronted with 
unprecedented difficulties. 
    Many articles, papers, and books were published which tried to depict the various 
aspects of influences caused by the "oil boom", and some of them were  successful .3) 
However, many of them were those which used the official data and not based on their 
own field research. The influences or impacts of "oil boom" were so strong that we 
did not feel hardship for finding its' evidences. But as the author wrote before , it is 
very essential to see actual feature of change in rural area based on first hand 
 findings.° 
2 Study area and the questionnaire 
   The main purpose of this study is to present the actual feature of change in rural 
area. Great emphasis was laid on the study of migration , because migration was 
thought to be the most important change which was seen in rural  area .5) The field 
survey was conducted during the period from December 1985 to April 1986. Two 
villages and one town was selected from "underdeveloped" region of Nigeria . Those 
were two Igbira villages near Okene in Kwara State , and a town, Ikot-Ekpene, in the 
Cross River State. The Kwara State is a part of the Middle Belt which is said to be 
underdeveloped region in Nigeria adjacent to the relatively prosperous South . Ikot-
Ekpene is an old town in the Southern Nigeria which was flourshing in the past but 
which is rather stagnant these days. The Igbira people have been famous for 
migration to the Cocoa  Belt .6) The survey of Ikot-Ekpene is conducted to see the 
difference in economic conditions between the underdeveloped Middle Belt and the 
South. 
   To decide the individual village, however , the sampling methods were not used. 
The two villages selected in the Igbira region were the home town of university 
students who can help the author in the field . Thus two villages, Ekuehi and Ebiya, 
were selected. Ekuehi is a suburban village of Okene and Ebiya is a typical type of 
rural settlement. In this prompt report, only the results of Ebiya survey will be 
analysed. 
   In the villages, househeads were interviewed . In case the househeads were 
absent, the next most eminent members of the house were interviewed . Specific
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 Source  :  Idaehaba,  F.S. et  al.  (1981): Rural infrastructures in Nigeria . 2, Lagos,
questions are  about  ; age and sex of house  members  ; educational  backgrounds  ; 
migration  history  ; job  career  ; the amount of home remittance and the amount of 
money transfer for educational  expenses  ; place of retired life and  burial  ; and mem-
bership of cultural union. Migration is analysed from the view point that the 
migration is a way in which a household is trying to cope with the rapid economic 
 change." In the former  study,8) it was found  that  ; 
 `The Igbira people who have m ore than two "bases" (hometown, residential and 
working places for migrants) both in rural area and in urban areas, have responded by 
enlarging the urban "bases". This is a very reasonable response from the viewpoint 
of the kin's economy as a whole, to share the small pie of the "oil  boom".' 
   It is intended in this study to present first hand information about migration 
system which is operating among these multi-based household economy. As 
mentioned above, the main concern of this study is the change in rural society , 
particularly in farming families. However, as there are many non-farming families in 
the rural society playing an important role, we can not put aside these families . For 
the shake of contrast, their example will be rather useful. 
3 Ebiya Village 
   The Ebiya Village is located about 20 km east of Okene along the highway which 
runs from Okene to Ajaokuta. (See Fig. 1) Okene is the central town of eastern part




























































































Federal Dept. of Rural Development.
of Kwara State. The projected population of the Okene Local Government is 230,000. 
The population density of this Local Government is 121 person per square kilometer 
which is higher than that of all Kwara State (46 person per square km). 
   As shown in Table 1, the distribution of social infrastructures in this Local 
Government is an average of the Kwara State. About 30 km east of the village, there 
flows the River Niger by which Ajaokuta Iron Steel Industry is under construction. 
The Ajaokuta Iron Steel Industry is one of the biggest projects in Nigeria, and the 
Okene-Ajaokuta highway was constructed as a part of this project. Works for these 
road and ironworks construction created substantial new jobs, many of which were 
temporary one though. There are a few Ebiya people who have come back home to 
work there. This is one of direct influence of the oil-boom in this area.
4 Ebiya people by occupation 
   Sixty four househeads were interviewed which constitute about 60 percent of all 
househeads of Ebiya. Fifty six of them were born in the village, and the rest were 
born in other villages, although all of them were the Igbira people. There were four 
women who were interviewed instead of male househeads. Three of them were 
divorced or bereaved, and one has been married but her husband was absent during the 
survey. Among sixty four househeads, there is only one man who has never migrated 
out of Ebiya. To leave home village for other towns or villages in one's young age is
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the common path of life for the Ebiya people. 
   The term migration is used here in cases when people left home for other 
destination to work or study, and spend most of their time at the destination through 
the year including the farming  seasons') There are some people, however, who did 
work for the last farming season in the home town and then moved to the destination 
for the next farming season or vice versa. Most of these cases, they have family in 
both of places and members of the family do migrate between them quite often. It is 
difficult to define these cases as migration. In this study, the statements of inter-
viewees are deliberately considered and migration is judged case by case. 
   Table 2 shows the occupation of sixty four househeads. There are fifteen 
farmers, among which eleven farmers are producing cash crops, such as cocoa and 
colanuts. And the rest four farmers are producing food crops only mainly for subsist-
ence. To add to these active farmers, there are fifteen elder househeads who were 
farming but have retired from active farming. This means that there are thirty 
househeads who are farming or was farming before retirement. This number seems 
to be rather small for the rural village like Ebiya. This is partly because of farmers' 
absent from home during the interview and partly because of the matter of
Table 2 Occupation of househeads
Occupation
Age
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Imam, health delivery 
Unemployed 
Retired employee 
   (civil servant) 
  (Others) 
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classification. Some of the househeads who are classified as craftsmen, traders and 
laborers also cultivate small farmland. If we include these side job craftsmen, traders 
and laborers, the number of farmer will be increased to more than half of the total. 
These farmers constitute the lowest class in terms of income. Only two farmers have 
cars and seven farmers have motorcycles. 
   There are eight civil servants and seven teachers. One out of eight civil sevants 
and three out of seven teachers are migrants from other hometowns. Five teachers 
and five civil servants have cars, and two teachers and a civil servant have motor-
cycles. They constitute the upper class in the village. 
   The rest of househeads have various  occupations  ; three craftsmen, a petit trader, 
two fortune tellers, an Imam , and a traditional health delivery. They are classified 
into the same category of farmers in terms of annual income. Traders and laborers 
constitute the middle income class. All of three laborers are working at the construc-
tion site of Ajaokuta Iron Steel Industry. Two of them have motorcycles by which 
they commute to the site everyday, and the other one uses company bus. Two traders 
have cars each. One of them worked for the Nigerian Port Authority at Lagos for 
fifteen years and became a contractor at home ten years ago. The another trader is 
trading local-made cloths at Ebiya for sixteen years after he learned cloth selling under 
a master for four years at Jos. 
5 Migration history of farming families of Ebiya 
   Fig. 2 shows migration  history") of farming families. Farming families listed 
here include families whose househeads were farmers but now have retired or have 
changed their occupation to non-agricultural activities. 
   The first line of each family denotes the migration history of the househeads. 
And the other lines show the migration history of his family. The identification 
number of a family which is shown with parenthesis in the right corner of each family 
corresponds with the number shown in the Fig. 1. The number put down in the right 
side of each line indicates the age of each person. The places where people lived or 
are living now are shown above the line, and the occupations are also shown above the 
line with parenthesis. 
   Those people who are students and have never been employed are excepted from 
the figure. And cases in which the exact datas both about migration destination and 
year of migration were not obtained, are also excepted. So this figure did not show 
the all of farming families interviewed. 
   Some interesting features are found out. These  are  ; 
   (1) Many of househeads started migration before 1950 as farm laborers. 
   (2) Since 1970, many young people have been employed in the  non-agricultural 
    sectors.
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   (3) Some of young famers took over their father's farmland, or in other words, 
   some of young people migrated to join their elder members at the destination . 
   (4) There seems to be an ideal change in agricultural production of migrants.
   They first started as farm laborers, then became food producers, and lastly 
   became cash crop farmers. 
   This figure will have many other implications which are very important but are 
not mentioned above. However it will be analysed in detail in other paper being 
related to the overall economic change of Nigeria
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6 Trail of migration movement 
   Figs.  3-17 show the trail of migration movement by occupation and years. Figs. 
3-5 show the movement of farming families. The farming families defined here are 
same as those listed in  Fig.  2. The destination of these migrants before 1970 is 
geographically limited to northern fringe of the Cocoa Belt, and the distance of travel 
is short. In 1970s, the geographical area of migration became extensive, and this 
tendancy was accelerated in 1980s when the young member of the families diversified 
their occupations. 
 Figs.  6-8 show the trail of migration movement of civil servants' and school 
teachers' family. It shows that members of the family migrated out to towns quite far 
away from Ebiya even before 1970. Some of them migrated to Ilorin, which was one 
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Fig. 3 Farmers  (  1969).
in 1967. There were a few members who moved to the Northern Nigeria across the 
River Niger. The movement to Ilorin is the most characteristic feature of migration 
in 1970s. Ilorin has been the capital of newly created Kwara State since 1976 . This 
tendancy was further strengthened in 1980s. The civil government , which came back 
into power in 1979 after 13 years military rule, has took effect to relax centralizing 
efforts. Lift the ban of political activites shortly activated local political movement , 
which strengthened the peoples' interest on the State Government and local politics . 
Some political appointment were made and localization in recruitment and in promo-
tion, which is called "statism", became rampant. It seems that this kind of political 
change had a considerable influence upon the movement or transfer of civil servants
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Fig. 5 Farmers  (1980  —  ).



















Fig. 6 Civil servants, teachers  (-1969).
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Fig. 7 Civil servants, teachers  (1970-79).
and teachers. Of course this is not the only influence which stengthens the migration 
to the State Capital, Ilorin, the new development of Ilorin itself also contributes to the 
increase of migration. 
   Figs. 9-14 show the movement of families of traders, craftsmen, laborers, native 
doctors and an Imam. Their movement was very extensive even before 1970. The 
destination of their migration was not limited in the Cocoa  Belt. This is clearly 
different from that of farming families. Their migrations in 1980s were not concen-
trated within the Kwara State. This is different from that of teachers' and civil 
servants' case. It seems that their movement pattern is neither like that of farming 
families nor same as that of teachers' and civil servants' families, just an inbetween. 
However we can not find any distinctive feature of their own.
















 Fig.  8 Civil servants, teachers  (1980--). 
   All of above mentioned movement is united into one in Figs. 15-17. This shows 
that there were substantial changes in the migration pattern of Ebiya people. Those 
 are  ; 
   (1) Before 1970 when the agricultural migration was dominant, the most impor-
   tant destination of the migration was the Cocoa Belt. The other migration, most 
   of which had more long distance, was seen only among the non-farming families. 
   (2) In 1970s, non-agricultural migration has increased in number, and it's destina-
   tion was diversified. This happened even among the members of farming family. 
   Ilorin and some large cities in Western Nigeria have become important destina-
   tions for non-agricultural migration. It is clear that this reflects the change in 
   employment opportunity in these cities particularly for young people. 
   (3) The trail of migration after 1980 shows rather simple feature. There seems 
   to be two axes along which many people migrated. One of axes runs between 
   home village, Ebiya and northern fringe of the Cocoa Belt. Another one runs 
   between Ebiya and the State Capital, Ilorin. The former axis reflects the going-
   back-home movement of elder farmers, and the latter is concerned with the 
   development of State Capital and strengthening of the "statism". 
7 Some remarks 
   Some of data collected in the field survey are not yet prepared for analysis, so 
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that unprecedented upheaval of Nigerian economy in 1970s influenced rural society 
severely for change. Even this provisional analysis has revealed drastic change in 
occupation and migration pattern of rural  people. The traditional and ideal way of 
life for a farmer, that is, he migrates to the Cocoa Belt as a farm laborer then acquires 
land to cultivate food crops and lastly becomes a  cash-crop-farmer, has become a thing 
of the past. Instead, young people of the farming family want to get non-farming jobs, 
such as civil servants, teachers, traders, workers, and so on. Their destinations of 
migration have become extensive and its are very similar to that of members of 
non-farming family. 
   To compare with the case of civil servants' and teachers' families, the member of 
farming family are apt to  fall behind in grasping new opportunity. In the latter half 
of 1970s when many new employment opportunity has created in the public and service 
sectors, members of farming families were not prompt enough to grasp the good 
opportunity. And it is only after 1980 that they began to get jobs in public and service 
sectors. Unfortunately, that is the time when Nigerian economy began to deteriorate 
and meet with  difficulty. 
   It is not clear what kind of  difficulties they will subject to in near future under the 
prolonged economic  crisis  ? The advent of the unemployed among members of civil 
servants' and teachers' families in the first half of 1980s are suggestive for this
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question, however, it is not likely that visible unemployment will be the case for 
farming families. A kind of underemployment problem will take place among the 
young people who have got out of agricultural sector. Underemployment seems to be 
a way for farming families to adjust themselves for dwindled opportunities. 
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